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Task Definition, Relative Perception of Reward and the Distribution

of College Teachers’ Attention

ZHENG Chong-ming, XU Wang-lai
(School of Politics and Public Administration, Hainan University, Haikou 570228, China)

Abstract; The definition and reward of task determine the individual attention distribution. People often prefer to

accept those tasks that are comparatively clear and have relatively high returns. This paper explains the incentives

and behavioral logic of college teachers. Under the current situation, college teachers have multiple tasks such as

teaching, research and social services. Although the output of teaching is vague, the return on extra — curricular

workload has attracted the attention of teachers who lack the research capacity. The pressure of research and multi-

ple returns constitute the most important motivation for middle — aged and young teachers. At last, short — term

benefits of social services are much welcomed for the teachers with some social influence.

Key words: task definition; relative perception of reward; attention distribution; incentive; college teachers
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