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Michael Appel’s View of Teachers and Its Enlightenment from
the Perspective of Critical Pedagogy

ZHAO Meng-lei', LI Wen-ying’
(School of Education Science, Kashi University, Kashi 844000, China)

Abstract: As the main representative of critical pedagogy, Apple criticizes the abuse of “official knowledge” and
bossy “cultural hegemony” in teachers’ cultivation in the capitalist society. At the same time, the orientation of
teachers highlights the dual nature of contradiction and criticism, including the knowledge, role, teaching course
and ideology of the teachers. But there are also some limitations in Apple’ s critical view of teachers: blind criti-
cism, vague ideology and absolute cultural hegemony. Therefore adopting the strengths and avoiding the shortcom-
ings of Apple’ s critical education thought will shed a new light on the reform of teacher education in our country in

the new era.

Key words: Appel; teacher view; critical molding; duality; limitations; implications
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