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5] 1. In many Western countries, teenagers are
allowed to move out at eighteen. Their parents believe
that they should be educated to take care of themselves

from a young age. This way, when they start working
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they can manage their own lives. However , in most A-
sian societies, it is not common for teenagers to move
out. Chinese parents believe that it is better for chil-
dren to live with their parents who can take care of
them. But the young should ¢then look after their parents
as they get older. That is why Chinese adults continue

to live with their parents'>' >,
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5] 2. Last year, I did not like my English class.
Every class was like a bad dream. The teacher spoke
too quickly. But I was afraid to ask questions because
my pronunciation was very bad. So I just hid behind

my textbook and never said anything'*'"
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5] 3. “Hey, guys,” he said to his teammates, “I
am really sorry about yesterday. We were so close to
winning that game. But [ think if we continue to pull

together, we’ re going to win the next one. ”*'%
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5] 4. Well, George was angry, so he cut the po-
tato really, really thin, and he cooked them for a long
time until they were crisp. And he put lots of salt on
them so they were really salty. He thought the custom-

er would hate them'*'''*.
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(FESHE. LEHRR)

The Distribution of Discourse Markers in English Textbooks
and Its Effect on Beginners in Learning English

HAN Dong-hong, LU Wei-hong
(School of Foreign Languages, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract; Discourse markers play a significant role in utterance production and interpretation. The distribution of
discourse markers in English textbooks may influence beginners’ efficiency in learning English. Therefore, in this pa-
per, discourse markers in English textbooks are investigated, attempting to reveal the features in their linguistic distri-
bution as well as their positive and negative effects on beginners. In addition, discourse markers are analyzed in terms
of pragmatic functions within the framework of linguistic adaptation theory. Findings show that discourse markers are
employed with multi-functions and fairly high frequencies in beginners’ English textbook. It is also found that dis-
course markers occur with extremely different frequencies either among different categories or within the same catego-
ry. Finally, it is suggested that teachers attach equal importance to discourse markers with low frequency, and arouse
learners’ attention to the variation in each category. It is also suggested for the teachers to make great efforts in mak-
ing learners practice all the discourse markers so as to improve their communicative competence.

Key words: discourse markers; English textbooks; linguistic distribution; pragmatic functions; verbal communi-

cation
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