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Exploring the Historical Evolution of the Conceptual Domain Based
on the Cross-domain Semantic Extension of XING ( [i£)

JIA Yan-zi
(School of Liberal Arts, Minnan Normal University, Zhangzhou 363000, China)

Abstract: Adopting a combination of factual description and theoretical interpretation, qualitative analysis and quantitative anal-
ysis, and using relevant theories of lexical semantics and historical lexicology, the article focuses on the cross — domain semantic
expansion of XING (J# ), which has evolved from the original meaning of wake up from drunkenness to the extended meaning of
wake up from sleep and coma, and the meaning of not yet falling asleep. The historical evolution of the main members of the
three conceptual domains was also described from five different periods: Pre — Qin and the Western Han Dynasties, the Eastern
Han Dynasty to Sui Dynasty, the Tang and Song Dynasties, and the Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynasties. This article finds out the
time and process of XING (#) cross — domain meaning extension, presents the diachronic replacement and semantic evolution
of the main members of the three conceptual domains, and points out the cross — domain evolution of members among the three
conceptual domains is asymmetric.

Key words: XING (fi#) ; conceptual domain of waking up from drunkenness; conceptual domain of waking up from sleep; con-
ceptual domain of waking up from coma; cross — domain evolution
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