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Values of Post-materialism and Nihilism

CHENG Hai-ying
(Social Management Innovation Research Center, Changsha University of Science and Technology, Changsha 410004, China)

Abstract: Marx and Nietzsche are the most extraordinary representatives in modern conception of cognition and criticism on ni-
hilism. The former generalized that nihilism melts what is hierarchical and solid, and profanes all that is holy. Meantime, Nie-
tzsche summarized it as “faith to nonsense” , believing that it values nonexistence more than existence and is therefore the depre-
ciation of ultimate values. They both noted that prevalence of nihilism will cause problems and that nihilism should be criticized.
For their outstanding works on nihilism, people have abundant resources and practical wisdom to view nihilism at a reflective lev-
el. Inglehart’s Post-materialism, an inheritance from Marx and Nietzsche, is a summary of people’s fights against nihilism ad
their new knowledge about the issue of values.

Key words: Marx; Nietzsche; Inglehart; nihilism; Post-materialism
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