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The Features, Functions and Governance of the
Ghost Festival in Fujian and Taiwan

GUO Rong-mao
(School of Philosophy and Social Development, Huagiao University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract: Based on the same roots, Fujian and Taiwan have a lot of similarities in the Ghost Festival custom. Every year the
Ghost Festival activities are rich and colorful, such as the Obon Festival activities of Buddhism, Taoism ceremonies and folk
charity activities, obviously embodying the local characteristics. The prevalence of the Ghost Festival in Fujian and Taiwan has its
cultural factors, which meet the spiritual needs of people and have its social functions, either positive or negative. In the new pe-
riod, both Fujian and Taiwan need to innovate social governance, carry forward the advanced traditional culture of the Ghost Fes-
tival, try to control its negative roles, and promote cultural exchanges between the two sides.

Key words: Fujian and Taiwan; Ghost Festival; features, functions and governance
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