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An Analysis of the Intermingle of Vernacular and Classical
Chinese in Vernacular Novels: Centered on San Yan

LAN Yong-hui
(Chengyi College, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract: The intermingle of vernacular and classical Chinese is an important feature of vernacular novels, but there are no aca-
demic papers about it yet. Taking San Yan as an example, this paper explores the formation of the intermingling of vernacular and
classical Chinese. It is found that this feature had long been existing in the literature of various languages before the Song Dynas-
ty. By analyzing several groups of function words in San Yan, the paper points out Feng Menglong both captured the vernacular of
the Song and Yuan Dynasty and transformed the traditional classical Chinese vocabulary into colloquialism. He refined the vernac-
ular into proper written language when he was writing and this constituted the vernacular of San Yan. By reviewing the relation
between classical Chinese and San Yan, this paper indicates there are many reasons for the formation of the intermingle of vernac-
ular and classical Chinese in San Yan. The paper also points out the close relation between literati’ s writing habits and the long
term separation of characters’ language and the narrative language of vernacular novels.

Key words: intermingle of vernacular and classical Chinese; vernacular novel; style; San Yan
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