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From Guanyin Bodhisattva to Mazu
——A Model of the Formation of Folk Beliefs

QIAN Yin
(Tsing History Research Institute, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: In the legend, Mazu is born of Guanyin Bodhisattva, so Mazu and Guanyin have many similarities. However, there is

no inherent connection between Mazu and Guanyin. The original form of Mazu belief is only the belief of the local sea gods, there

is no direct relationship with Guanyin beliefs. Under the influence of the Bailian religion, the story of Maitreya’ s birth stimu-

lates the formation of the story of Mazu. Mazu finally got in touch with Guanyin, become the embodiment of Guanyin, showing the

characteristics of Guanyin. Mazu is constantly approaching Guanyin from the image to the function. At the same time, the Mazu

Meizhou Island Celestine also realized the migration and reconstruction of the Guanyin Putuo Celestine, and became the ancestor

of the Mazu belief in the Holy Land.

Key words: Mazu; Guanyin; Maitreya; Meizhou island; Bailian religion
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