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The Marine Narrative of Minnan Culture .
From the Perspective of Minnan Folk Songs

HONG Ying-hong
(College of Chinese Language and Literature, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract: Among theMinnan folk songs, the three types of ballads, “fishing song”, “waterside song”, and “song of expatri-
ates” , which are of distinctive marine narrative characteristics, present the marine features of Minnan regional culture and reveal
the marine cultural connotation contained therein, namely the long-standing maritime tradition and the spirit to strive. Historical-
ly, Minnan was the most active area of China’s maritime activities. Quanzhou in the Song and Yuan Dynasties was the shining
pearl of China’s maritime culture. During the Ming and Qing Dynasties, Minnan’s maritime trade actually monopolized China’s
maritime economy. The Min Chamber of Commercewas wellknown both at home and abroad, and exerted an important influence
in modern times. To study the development of the Chinese marine culture, more attention and evaluation should be attached to
Minnan marine culture.

Key words: fishing song; waterside song; song of expatriates; marine narrative; Minnan culture
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