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Criticism on the Illustrations in Chinese Language Textbook of Junior High Schools

SU Han, ZHOU Chang
(College of Chinese Literature and Language, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract: There are numerous of illustrations in the textbooks of primary and middle school, which could, by mu-
tual revelation of text and pictures, not only increase the sense of beauty, inspire imagination and enlighten think-
ing, but also could be a significant way for the education of fine art. However, in the current Chinese Textbook for
junior high school published by Renmin Jiaoyu Publishing House , many illustrations lack understanding of the text,
picture and text not in corresponding, and are therefore unable to stimulate the readers’ imagination and thinking.
Moreover, many illustrations are not in their proper location. Although the painters may take the influence of mod-
ern art theory and pursue expression of their subjectivity, they cannot do it for textbook illustrations, for textbook il-
lustrations are different from artistic creations, which must be done on the basis of a fully understanding of the text.
In addition, a number of the illustrations do not seem to have the sense of “accuracy” and they fail to draw the
charm of human figures or scenery.

Key words: education of fine arts; Chinese language for junior high school; criticism on the illustrations
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