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A Study of Moral Education in Primary and Secondary Schools in New Zealand

JIN Jia-xin'*?
(1. School of Marxism, Southwest University of Political Science and Law, Chongqing 401120, China;
2. Institute of International and Comparative Education, University of Massachusetts, Boston 02125 —3393, the USA)

Abstract; The characteristics of moral education in New Zealand’ s primary and secondary schools are investiga-
ted from the aspects of moral education objectives, value orientation, curriculum setting, implementation path and
effect evaluation. The research argues that New Zealand has achieved remarkable effectiveness of moral education in
primary and secondary schools. Firstly, the moral education is regard as a necessary means to cultivate qualified
and outstanding citizens; Secondly, instead of adopting a specific moral education curriculum as education means,
the moral education is implemented mainly by relying on the fusion and implicit penetration between various sub-
jects, with the two major course carriers being the health and physical education, social science class; Thirdly, the
process of moral education not only pays attention to the construction of teenagers”subjectivity, but also emphasizes
individuality shaping, and highlights humanistic concerns; Fourthly, attention is paid to the connection between
moral knowledge, moral emotion and moral life; Finally, multiple forces are effectively mobilized to realize the in-
tegration and linkage of moral education.

Key words: New Zealand; moral education in primary and secondary schools; citizenship; character and en-

lightenment
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