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American special education development and reform process

and its contemporary inspiration

HUANG Jian-hui
(School of Education, Jiangxi Normal University, Nanchang, 330022, China)

Abstract; American special education has generally experienced four stages of development, that are from aid to

education, from closed to open, from separation to integration, from inclusive to excellence since the 19th Century.

The history and experience of its development have shown that the implementation of compulsory education law,

federal government’ s push, theory guiding of progressive education thought and widespread application of intelli-

gence test are important factors in promoting the rapid development of special education in the United States. And

the value concept of freedom, democracy and equalit overnment’ s dominant position, legal system% perfect
p y q Yy, & p , 1egal sy p

construction, teachers’ professional level, humanistic orientation of curriculum and teaching design are the contem-

porary core principles to realize the special education fairness and excellence development goals.

Key words: special education; reform; inspiration; America
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