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Social Stratification of Imperial Examination in the Song Dynasty .
An Analysis from the Perspective of Bourdieu’s Capital Theory

PAN Ling-xia, PENG Hong-bin
(School of Public Administration, South China Normal University, Guangzhou 510006, China)

Abstract: As an official selection system in the ancient China, imperial examination system started at the Sui Dy-
nasty and ended in the late Qing Dynasty, lasting for more than 1, 300 years. The Song Dynasty was the period
when the imperial examination system tended to be complete, and some management systems of the imperial exami-
nation were successively implemented, such as locking the court system, avoidance system, transcripts system and
seal system, which provided a fair examination atmosphere for the candidates. In addition, the number of candi-
dates admitted in the Song Dynasty was also unprecedented, which greatly stimulated the impoverished candidates
to study. However, irregularities for favoritism, imperial clan system and Yin Bu official system to a certain extent
blocked the way to upward mobility for the impoverished candidates. Therefore, this paper tries to choose the cap-
ital theory of the French sociologist Bourdieu as the perspective to analyze the educational resources owned by can-
didates from different classes in the Song Dynasty through the economic capital, cultural capital and social capital,
in order to examine the fairness of the imperial examination in the Song Dynasty.

Key words: imperial examination in the Song Dynasty; the capital theory; upward mobility; stratum gap



