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On the Correlation between College Students’ Cognitive Network
and Real Social Network

LIN Na', LIN Feng’, ZHOU Qiu-hong'
(1. Education Science Institute, Minnan Normal University, Zhangzhou 363000, China;
2. Psychological Counseling Center, Guangzhou Sontan Polytechnic College, Guangzhou 510000, China)

Abstract: College students’ perception of their social network can help them deal with emotions, moods and behav-
ior, and have important influence on their interpersonal relations. The cognitive social structure was adopted to ex-
plore the relationship between students’ cognitive social network and real social network, by conducting a question-
naire investigation on four classes (N =115) of a university and analyzing all their social network data. QAP matrix
correlation analysis results showed that college students’ cognition was significantly positively related to the real social
network , which indicated that college students could have a relatively accurate perception of their social network.

Key words: college students; cognitive social networks; actual social networks: QAP correlation



