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Analyzing the Instructional Efficacy of MOOC-and-Cloud-class
Mediated Flipped Classroom: A Case of Public Speaking Course

ZHAO Yi, JIANG Lian-jiang
(School of Foreign Languages, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract: While a flipped approach that integrates MOOC and Cloud-class is increasingly popular in English lan-

guage education, the instructional efficacy of such approach to oral expression and public speaking remains contro-

versial. This paper reports on a study that investigates the use of a MOOC and a Cloud-class in a public speaking

course at a university in China. Data were collected through questionnaires and semi-structured interviews. A com-

parison of the pre-and-post experiment data shows that while students reported little change in their anxiety and

their awareness of ethics in public speaking, students demonstrated significant improvement in idea expression, lan-

guage use, outlining, use of supporting materials, and audience awareness. The finding lends support to the in-

structional efficacy of flipped classroom. The study calls for attention to students’ learning experience, teachers’

guiding role, and the interactive synergy between online platforms and offline classroom activities during the con-

struction of a flipped learning environment.

Key words: MOOC; cloud-class; flipped classroom; public speaking in English
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