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On Dewey’s Idea of the Essence of Teaching Process

YUAN Chuan-ming, HAN Lu
(School of Educational Science, Yangzhou University, Yangzhou 225002, China)

Abstract: The idea of the essence of teaching process by Dewey is based on the views of teachers, students, and
knowledge. He believed that teachers were leaders and organizers, while students were exactly in a state of imma-
turity and development. And his pragmatic knowledge was unified in teaching activities. At the Chicago Experi-
mental School, Dewey applied his idea of the essence of teaching process to practice, including creating “ques-
tion” situations based on the students’ experience, promoting teaching activities which are driven by the students’
interests of active “inquiry” to move forward continually, and ultimately leading to the “development” of inquiry
thinking of children. Therefore, the Dewey’s idea of the essence of teaching process by can be summarized as
“ question-inquiry-development theory”.

Key words: John Dewey; Teaching Process; “Question-Inquiry-Development Theory” ; Inquiry Thinking
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