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Dewey’s Visit to China and the Reform of
Children’s Education in Modern China

ZHENG Gang, YANG Yan-ru
(School of Education, Central China Normal University, Wuhan 430079, China)

Abstract; On the eve of the May Fourth Movement, John Dewey, a famous American educator, was invited to
visit China with his wife. During their stay in China, they showed great interest in Chinese children’s education,
and devoted themselves to advancing Chinese children’s education through touring speeches, participating in con-
ferences, and visiting schools. Dewey analyzed the ills of traditional Chinese children’s education, clarified the
reasons why children must be taught, described the characteristics of new children’s education, and targetedly for-
mulated prescriptions to promote the transformation of education and establish educational institutions. Under the
radiation of Dewey’s educational thoughts, Chinese children’s education had undergone a certain degree of change
in thought, system and practice. Dewey traveled across the ocean to engage in China’s education, providing his-
torical lessons for advancing contemporary Chinese and foreign education exchanges and the development of Chinese
children’s education.

Key words: Dewey; Dewey’s visit to China; Children’s Education; child - centeredness; change
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