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(1) 12: Nowdays TV has gotten into nearlyevery
person’s life.

1F: Nowadays TV has gotten into nearly ev-

ery person’s life.

(2) ##: First, TV is a good sores of informa-
tion.

1E: First, TV is a good source of informa-

tion.
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Nowdays, il (2) W Wr &R T 50 108 44 Wl hl 43
ource fil ores, N2 A FiEHE M, 59129 5 H Gk
PR/ s/ F/ 2/ 02 5, B F B source 1R 5 Y,
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JEREEAT ) VAN S U
(3) 1®: TV is an effective tool of education mil-
lions of students take the same TV lec-
ture at the same time.
1E: TV is an effective tool of education .

Millions of students take the same TV

lecture at the same time.
(4) i=:

Second, TV is a effective tool of edu-

cation.
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1E: Second, TV is an effective tool of edu-
cation.

(5) i%: Third, TV is a convenient means of
entertainment. People can view plays,
movies, an art shows without taking
the trouble of going to the theatre.

1E: Third, TV is a convenient means of
entertainment. People can view plays,
movies and art shows without taking the
trouble of going to the theatre.
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(6) %: Most people spent their spare time

watching TV programs. People like
doing this because TV is a good thing

in many respects.
1E: Most people spend their spare time
watching TV programs. People like
doing this because TV is a good thing

in many respects.
(7) 1%: The British spend a lot of time at home
and a large part of their social life take

place there.

1E: The British spend a lot of time at home

and a large part of their social life takes

place there.
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(8) & Information, education, and entertain-
ments are so important that TV has be-
come part of people’s lives.

1E: Information, education and entertain-

ment are so important that TV has be-

come part of people’s lives.
(9) 1®: However, if we further improve the
quality of programs and eliminate sex

and violent from the screen. It will

be aneven better thing tomorrow.

1E: However, if we further improve the
quality of programs and eliminate sex
and violence from the screen , it will

be an even better thing tomorrow.
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(10) i%#: Young people tend to stay with their
families long these days, and accom-
modation is expensive.

1E: Young people tend to stay with their

families longer these days, as accom-

modation is expensive.

) (10) 3K H % X “Where Do British Live?”
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(11) 1%: Because of the carnet and because of

the expense involved in going out for
the evening, the British spend a lot of
time at home and a large part of their
social life takes place there.

1E . Because of the climate and because of

the expense involved in going out for
the evening, the British spend a lot of
time at home and a large part of their
social life takes place there.
Bl (11) B AN AT R Z I A 7R R B 5
M HAR R — s AR R A K AT, B2
ByF, ARG KU, IR R, K
W, HRAIZAE, —HZNBRERE, @&Rh A
i, QUM IX —SZ BB g, A XE R A 2 Y4t
SEHE WA X AR Z —J& 4 T climate,
1713 252 R A S T B0 5 FE A9 1) 1R 5 R T carnet,
TR T AR A M B SRR R i
Il W 0 B [ AR SR FR
(12) i%: They can get lodgings with a landlady.
This means that they rent a room in

someone’s house and have practice

with the family.
1E: They can get lodgings with a landlady.
This means that they rent a room in

someone’s house and have breakfast

with the family.
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(13) i%: First, TV is a good source of informa-

tion—news, programs and commer-
cials timely and completely provide in-
formation about world affairs, |
sports events and business develop-
ments.

1E: First, TV is a good source of informa-
tion—news, programs and commer-
cials timely and completely provide in-

formation about world affairs, domes-

tic problems, sports events and busi-
ness developments.
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(14) i%. Alternatively, they can share or a
house with a group of young people,
perhaps the most popular option
of all.
1 : Alternatively, they can share a ren-

ted flat or a house with a group of

young people, perhaps the most pop-
ular option of all.

(15) 1&: Nearly everyone in Britain own home
and, whether they do or not, they
are prepared to put time and money
into decorating and furnishing it or e-
ven making structural alterations to it.

1E: Nearly everyone in Britain would like
to own their own home and, whether
they do or not, they are prepared to
put time and money into decorating
and furnishing it or even making

structural alterations to it.
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Pragmatic Analysis of English Majors’ Dictation Errors

HAN Dong-hong, DONG Jiao
(School of Foreign Languages, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract; Dictation is a means of testing learners” comprehensive ability. In spite of many previous studies on lis-
tening, few reports have been revealed on dictation, esp. those from the perspective of pragmatics. Dictation is a
process of making linguistic choices by adapting to language structure and context. In this study, the dictations of
134 English majors in a university of Fujian Province are analyzed from the perspective of linguistic adaptation theo-
ry. Findings show that there are four categories of dictation errors, concerning the failure of making adaptation to
structural objects, linguistic context and communicative context, as well as being unable to make any linguistic
choices. In terms of listening materials, more dictation errors are found in the discourse related to English culture.
It is revealed that these dictation errors are mainly the wrong linguistic choices made by the hearers because of their
inadequate knowledge in English language structure and culture, weak context consciousness, and inadequate
short-term memory and sound discrimination ability. To reduce dictation errors in learning English, it is suggested
to enhance learners’ basic language skills, expand their scope of knowledge, increase their context consciousness,
and improve their short-term memory.

Key words: dictation errors; pragmatic analysis; linguistic choices; failure of adaptation
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