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Liang Qichao and the Reform of the Academic Style in the Universities
in the Early Years of the Republic of China
——Concurrent Discussion on the Disintegration of Studying
for an Official Position

LIU Wan
(Department of Education, East China Normal University, Shang Hai 200062 )

Abstract: Before and after the founding of the Republic of China, Liang Qichao was faced with the educational
phenomenon that university students did not take learning as the purpose of learning. Based on the need of cultiva-
ting new people, speeding up the modernization reform of universities and revitalizing traditional Chinese academ-
ic, Liang Qichao put forward the viewpoint that university students should lead the way in the national style of stud-
y. He pointed out that university students should show excellent style of study from three main aspects: obedi-
ence, simplicity and stillness, and strive to set an example of fine style of study throughout the country. Through
theory and practice, Liang Qichao points out the ways to reform the style of study of university students; first, it is
necessary to guide university students to define the learning purpose based on learning; second, to guide university
students to correctly understand and apply the scientific spirit; third, to cultivate university students’ sense of re-
sponsibility to correct the style of study. With the efforts of Liang Qichao and others, Peking University, Tsinghua
University and other universities not only reformed the traditional style “studying for an official position 7, but also
accelerated the pace of modernization reform. Liang Qichao’s thinking on the reform of the style of study has certain
reference value for the construction of the fine style of study today. College students in the new era should also
stick to the initial heart of learning, develop a sense of responsibility, and strive to be models of the style of study.
Key words: Liang Qichao; college students; style of study; knowledge; sense of responsibility
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