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Sharpen Your Mind and Your Tools: An Empirical Study on Students’ Use of
Translation Tools in the PBL Translation Classroom

LIU Li-xiang
(School of Foreign Languages, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract; Translation tools provide important external support in translation practice. In the application of prob-
lem-based translation learning, the efficiency of the use of translation tools is closely related to students’ learning
efficiency and translation quality. In ways of a questionnaire survey and a Think-aloud Mindset experiment, this
paper investigated and analyzed the use of translation tools in PBL translation learning. The preliminary findings
are as follows: the types of translation tools used by students are limited; the actual dependency on translation
tools in practice is higher than what students claimed in the questionnaire; there is a weak connection between the
dependency on external tools and the quality of translation; it is improbable to resolve practical problems by merely
depending on translation tools. To tackle translation problems in practice, translation students should not rely too
much on translation tools but focus on enhancing their ability to make independent judgments in the process of
translation. It is required of translation students to promote their independent judgment beforehand and be well
versed in clarifying the function of translation tools including their purposes and applicability. In addition,
students should be aware of the complexity of translation problems and the significance of contextual factors so as to
optimize their strategies and efficiency in the use of translation tools when translating. What’s more, it rests with
the translators to evaluate the acceptability of their translations in a specific context and screen out unqualified
translations in their work.
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