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On the Privacy and Publicity of Family Education in China

DAI Hong-yu'?, CHENG Ruo-tong
(1. College of Marxism, Sanming University, Sanming 365004, China;
2. College of Educational Science, Anhui Normal University, Wuhu 241000, China)

Abstract; Family education refers to the education and influence on the younger generation in the family environ-
ment. The cultural pattern of “families, nation and the world” determines that family education in China enter-
tains certain publicity which is, however, not consistent. Through historical analysis, the content and purpose of
family education in the period of Wei, Jin, Southern and Northern Dynasties demonstrated relatively strong private
inclination. From the Song Dynasty to the middle of Qing Dynasty, family education became more public in con-
tent but both private and public in purposes. From the late Qing Dynasty to the Republic of China, family educa-
tion showed obvious signs of privacy in content and still somewhat private in purposes. The main reason for the
tendency towards private or public family education lies in whether the school education system constitutes the main
approach of social mobility and whether the relationship between families and the country is harmonious and coordi-
nated. Social support should promote the publicity of family education in terms of content and purpose.
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