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The Cultural Origin and Practical Intention of
Arendt’s Liberal Education Thought

HUANG Qing-li
(Institute of Educational Development, Qingdao University, Qingdao 266071, China)

Abstract; Having absorbed the long-lasting tradition of liberal education in the West, Arendt was deeply influ-
enced by the thinking of Aristotle in the heyday of ancient Greek civilization, Augustine the master of Godfather
theology in medieval Europe, Kant the founder of modern rationalism, and Heidegger a postmodern thinker. Her
educational thought also has a profound practical application, which is against thoughtlessness and worldlessness of
individual’s mind and opposes the banality of evil in social ethics. And it also resists the totalitarianism in political
system. lIts path of realization is to defend the freedom of people to develop into trailblazers and pioneers with the
advance of education and promotes the subjugation of individual freedom to social freedom through educational au-
thority. It is also proposed that education should respect people’s diversity so as to achieve political freedom. It is
a requisite of modern education that people should develop freely, to which Arendt’s thought can be considered as
a reference.
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