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An Investigation of the Status Quo of the Critical Thinking of
English Education Graduates

ZHOU Zhi-cheng, HAN Cun-xin
(School of Foreign Languages, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract; Using CCTST and CTDI-CV as tools, this study investigates the critical thinking skills and dispositions
of 45 English Education graduates from a provincial university in Fujian. The questionnaire data are statistically
analyzed by descriptive statistics and independent-samples T test. The results show that: 1. The critical thinking
skills of the graduates are at a moderate level; 2. their critical thinking dispositions have a positive inclination; 3.
the critical thinking skills of Grade One are significantly stronger than those of Grade Two (p <0. 05); 4. the
critical thinking dispositions of Grade One are positive, while those of Grade Two are weak (p <0. 05). The
main reasons for this are inadequate attention from the university involved, teachers’ deficiency in problem aware-
ness, and students’ slackness in their studies. To improve English Education graduates’ critical thinking, coping
strategies are put forward from the perspectives of university, teachers and students.

Key words: English Education graduates; critical thinking skills; eritical thinking dispositions
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(EEE29®W)
An Empirical Study on the Current Situation and Influencing
Factors of Preschool Teachers’ Professional Identity

CHEN Peng'’
(1. School of Education, Beibu Gulf University, Qinzhou 535011, China;
2. School of Education, Guangzhou University, Guangzhou 510006, China)

Abstract: A questionnaire survey concerning values, commitment, competency, interpersonal skills and academ-
ic capabilities was conducted on 220 preschool teachers in Q) city. The results indicate that there are significant
differences in the five dimensions of demographic variables such as educational background, professional title, the
location of the kindergarten and school-running methodology. And there are also some prominent differences in
age, teaching experience and other professional factors. Therefore, it is proposed to increase the policy guidance
of the government so as to correct the misleading notion of the public and call for higher requirement for preschool
teachers while paying more attention to the on-the-job training of preschool staff with low academic qualifications.
In the meantime, it is of great significance to increase financial support for private kindergartens and improve the
school-running environment. What’s more, it is a necessity to strengthen the management of private kindergartens
and pay attention to the professional development of rural preschool teachers. In addition, the emphasis should al-
s0 be put on improving preschool teachers’ sense of self-efficacy and enhancing their abilities of psychological adap-
tation.
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