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WA EEHK)

The Impact of Social Media Use on Social Integration of Hong Kong

Students in Mainland Universities

— Based on the Perspective of Spatial Sociology

ZHU Xiu - ling, HE Chun - yan
(School of Journalism and Communication, Guangdong University of Foreign Studies, Guangzhou 510006, China)

Abstract: Based on the spatial sociology theory, this study explores the impact of social media use on social inte-

gration including physical space integration, social space integration and spiritual space integration of Hong Kong

students in mainland universities through interviews with 18 Hong Kong students in mainland universities. It is

found that there are several approaches to effectively improving the degree of social integration of Hong Kong

students in mainland universities; Promoting participation in social affairs by giving play to the organizing and mobi-

lizing role of social media; increasing heterogeneous social links and enrich social support networks; giving full

play to the effect of information framework and agenda setting and strengthening the sense of identity.

Key words: Hong Kong students in mainland universities; social media use; social integration; spatial sociology
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