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Abstract; : This study conducted a one — year survey on 361 left — behind children in the first grade of middle
school who were presented with questionnaire concerning school connectedness and self — esteem level so as to ex-
plore the relationship between school connectedness and self — esteem for the left — behind children. The results in-
dicate the follows: First, there is a significant difference in results collected before and after the test for the school
connectedness and self — esteem, the former is higher than the latter. And there is also a conspicuous gender
difference with boys scaled significantly higher than girls. Second, there are positive simultaneous and successive
correlations between the school connectedness and self — esteem; Third, the pre — test evaluation of school con-
nectedness could predict the post — test level of self — esteem and vice versa. Last but not least, there emerges a
gender difference during the test. Through comparison, it is found that the pre — est school connectedness could
predict the post — test self — esteem among boys while in girls, the pre — est self — esteem could predict the post —
test school connectedness. It could be concluded that left — behind children’ s school connectedness and self — es-
teem are reciprocal, mutually enhancing each other.

Key words: left — behind children; school connectedness; self — esteem
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