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How is it Possible for Students to Participate in University Governance
Based on the Theoretical Perspective of Academic Community

ZHAO Xiang-hui', LIU Yang’
(1. Institute of Education, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China;
2. School of Public Affairs, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China)

Abstract; A university is essentially an academic community of teachers and students. Based on the perspective of
academic community, it can provide a unique research perspective for students to participate in university govern-
ance. However, under the shackles of administration, the status and role of students as members of the “academ-
ic community” have not yet been manifested, and in the university governance structure, there is a triple dilemma
of insufficient participation breadth, limited participation depth, and insufficient participation validity. The deep -
seated causes of this participation dilemma stem from the obscurity of the “official-based” cultural values and the
concept of “dignity of teachers” , the incomplete rules and regulations to ensure students’ participation in academic
affairs, the lack of smooth organizational channels for student participation, the lack of awareness of student gov-
ernance and weaknesses and limitations of governance capacity, among other factors. Therefore, in order to real-
ize the return of students’ participation in university governance to the academic reality, it is urgent to change the
traditional governance concept and establish the status of students as members of the “academic community” ; im-
prove the university governance system to ensure the effective participation of students; build a governance institu-
tion system and broaden the channels for students to participate; control the scale of governance methods and culti-
vate students’ participation quality.

Key words: academic community; students’ participation; university governance; administration
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