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Social Psychological Significance of Public Welfare Behavior .

Concept and Classification

HU Yu', LIU Ming - mei', WANG Ru - xin®
(1. Department of Psychology, Wenzhou University, Wenzhou 325035, China;
2. School of Nursing, Wenzhou Medical University, Wenzhou 325035, China)

Abstract; Public welfare behavior is a planned and organized altruistic behavior voluntarily carried out by individ-

uals or groups with the public interest as the goal, based on certain social responsibilities and facing the needs or

common social problems. It has three major characteristics: voluntary, free, and organizational sociality. There are

differences and connections between public welfare behavior and charitable behavior, altruistic behavior, prosocial

behavior, moral behavior and other concepts. There are many criteria for the classification of public welfare behav-

ior. Starting from the internal structure of public welfare behavior itself, the paper puts forward four dimensions of

public welfare behavior, namely, morality, compensation, context and blindness.

Key words: public welfare behavior; altruistic behavior; prosocial behavior; four — dimensional structural model
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