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Factors Influencing the Conceptual Organization of Kinship Words

Evidence from the Mosuo People

XIAO Er - ping' , ZHANG Ji - jia’
(1. Jinghengyi College of Education, Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou 311121, China
2. School of Education, Guangxi Normal University, Guilin 541001, China)

Abstract; In order to verify the conceptual organization of the Mosuo kinship words, the current study investigates
the influence of kinship intimacy, the position in the family tree and the category of relation on the fast cognition of
kinship words. The results show that the Mosuo people’s cognition of kinship words was influenced by the kinship
intimacy and the position in the family tree, while the category of relation did not affect the fast cognition of kinship
words. It confirms the results of the previous research that “ the kinship intimacy and the position in the family tree
are indeed the two dimensions of the conceptual structure of the Mosuo people’s kinship words.

Key words: the Mosuo; kinship words; conceptual organization
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