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The Evolution Trends and Development Strategies of
Foreign Students in Central Asian Countries:
Based on Statistical Data Analysis from 1999 to 2018

LU Peng
( Chinese Language and Culture College , Huagiao University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract ; Central Asia is the first place to advocate the Belt and Road initiative. Promoting cooperation and exchan-
ges in the field of higher education with Central Asian countries is vital not only to help build the Belt and Road,but
also to promote the internationalization of China’s higher education. The result of statistical analysis of the data of
Concise Statistics of International Students Coming to China from 1999 to 2018 shows that the number of internation-
al students coming to China from Central Asian countries has been growing rapidly at a compound growth rate of 30.
72% per year,and the relative number growth has been remarkable ,but the overall scale is still small,and the im-
petus of the international co — operation among regions is insufficient ; Kazakhstan is the largest source country of in-
ternational students from Central Asia,and the scale and growth rate of international students from the other four
countries are similar;the proportion of academic students from Central Asia shows a trend of decreasing and then in-
creasing ,and its proportion is higher than the global average ;the growth rate of scholarship students from Central A-
sia is higher than the overall growth of international students. In the new situation, the development of studying a-
broad in Central Asia can be strategically optimized in three ways:strengthening the leadership of regional coopera-
tion strategic planning and establishing a good guarantee mechanism for education exchanges and cooperation ; taking
advantage of the proximity effect and the traditional advantages of the region to create a regional brand of studying a-
broad ; optimizing the quality of cultivation of international students and the structure of talents, and promoting the
development of regional " Chinese language + vocational skills" education.

Key words; Ceniral Asia; international students studying in China; the Belt and Road; initiative higher

education ; internationalization
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