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Indian Oral Narrative Tradition and Trauma Writing

——An Analysis of Louise Erdrich’s LaRose

CHEN Jin-xing
(College of Chinese Language and Literature, Minnan Normal University, Zhangzhou 363000, China)

Abstract: LaRose, written by famous contemporary American writer Louise Edrich, was published in 2016. The novel belongs

to the trilogy of justice. Its basic theme is trauma and the recovery of survivors. By using multi-thread narrative, the novel shows

the historical trauma of LaRose family, family trauma of Nola’s family and its recovery, and private trauma of Romeo and his re-

venge. The escape narrative of the first LaRose and vision narrative of little LaRose inherit legendry tune of Indian oral tradition.

Meanwhile, the image of Romeo inherits humor of Indian folklore.

Key words: Louise Edrich; LaRose; trilogy of justice; Indian oral narrative; trauma writing
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