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On the Function Mechanism of Industry Association in the
Technological Innovation of Member Enterprises:
Case Analysis Based on Grounded Theory

SUN Bing-feng'?, YU Jian-ping'” , CHENG Si-chang'
(1. School of Business Administration, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China;
2. College of Management, Fujian Agriculture and Forestry University, Fuzhou 350002, China;
3. School of Business Administration, Zhejiang Gongshang University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: Based on the grounded theory and case study, this paper studies the role and mechanism of the plastic parts industry
association of Huangyan electric vehicle in the member enterprises”technological innovation. The study found that industry associ-
ations promoted the technological innovation of the member enterprises through its information function, self regulatory function
and outreach function. The mechanism is: functional information works through knowledge transfer, self regulatory function opti-
mizes the system environment of technology innovation in the industry, and outreach function optimizes external environment of
the industry. Finally, it puts forward policy recommendations as follows. In the technological innovation, enterprises should pay
more attention to the use of resources of industry associations; And industry associations should play a role of “auxiliaries,”
“governors” and “liars” ; And should handle the relationship among the government, industry association and enterprise. The re-
search results expand the boundaries of open innovation theory in the aspect of openness, and point out that openness can not only
be the source of innovation for corporate technology innovation, but also can be the governance of corporate innovation environ-
ment.

Key words: industry association; technological innovation; mechanism; open innovation theory
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