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The Impact of Changing Audiences on the Development of Literature

——Taking the 18th Century Britain as an Example

KONG Xiao-jing

(College of Humanities and Law, Fujian Agriculture and Forestry University, Fuzhou 350002, China)

Abstract: Leo Loventhal, one of the Frankfurt school scholars, has begun an audience-centered research in literary sociology in

the 1930s. Based on the findings of Loventhal’s study of literary sociology, this paper analyzes the changes in the quantity and

class composition of the British audiences in the 18th century, and the impact of these changes on the evolution of literature.

The changes in the 18th century British audiences contribute to the marketization and popularization of literary consumption, en-

hance the social and cultural status of literature and influence the writers’ literary creations as well. The research on the audi-

ences in a specific socio-historical context applies the interdisciplinary approaches to provide more comprehensive evidences and

suggests new research ideas for the trends of literature evolution.

Key words: audience; Loventhal; evolution of literature; literary sociology
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