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On Historical Reflection and Realistic Orientation

in the Pre-Qin Period of the Rule of Virtue and Law

JING Yun
(Marxist Academy, Minnan Normal University, Zhangzhou 363000, China)

Abstract; In the Spring and Autumn and Warring States period, the political break-up and disorder and cultural pluralistic cont-
ention made the ideologists of that time rethink, accept and reject “the rule of virtue” theory which had created glorious civiliza-
tion. The Confucian “rule of virtue” and the Legalist “rule of law” were the typical representatives in pre-Qin days. “The rule
of virtue” thought advocated by Confucius and Mencius in pre-Qin period, with cultivating oneself and stabilizing others and gov-
erning by virtue as its basic points, was the inheritance of “virtuous rule” in ancient times. Tt was in sharp contrast to “the rule
of law” later practiced by the Legalists. Legalists also reflected and carried on history, but they put more emphasis on the realis-
tic aspects of governing method transformation as great changes in people and society; that is, nothing is permanent. The cont-
ention between “the rule of virtue” and “the rule of law” and their final result profoundly reveal that we must face the social real-
ity to reflect on history and draw wisdom from it. Only by following that can we solve the practical issues, take on the great re-
sponsibility and complete the task of our times.
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