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A Probe into the Evolution of the Meaning of WANG (/&)

ZHANG Wei
(School of Liberal Arts, Minnan Normal University, Zhangzhou 363000, China)

Abstract: In the ancient books, WANG (/&) mainly means “physical disability” or “cowardly”. However, the meaning of
WANG in Minnan dialect is used to express the meaning of the gods or the witches, which is very different in the classical
books. This paper finds out that the earliest meaning of WANG should be “the sputum caused by limb curvature” , which leads
to the meaning of physical weakness. Because the ancient wizards and witches were mostly disabled , WANG gradually had the
function of expressing the meaning of a wizard, a witch or a god.

Key words: WANG (/2); BO (#%); disability; witch
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