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Issues Related to the Revision of Textbooks in the Education of “Xinzixue”

CHEN Xiang-long', CHEN Xiang-feng’
(1. TInstitute of Education, Qufu Normal University, Qufu 273165, China;
2. School of Civil Engineering, Qingdao Institute of Technology, Qingdao 266300, China)

Abstract: The dissemination of the concept of “Xinzixue” is inseparable from the participation of education. After nearly a hun-
dred years of cultural breaks, traditional classics need to be recreated. Traditional Confucian textbooks pay attention to the clas-
sics, while having the dual attributes of modern curriculum and textbooks. They are characterized by the textbook deciding the
curriculum, the curriculum deciding the learning, the textbooks deciding the teacher, and the examination method determining
the teaching method. The modern textbooks are written under the discipline planning, pay attention to the cognitive characteris-
tics of the learners. They are characterized by the planning of textbooks in the subject category, the compilation of textbooks by
cognitive rules, and the teaching of textbooks by curriculum standards. The traditional Confucian textbooks represented by the
four books and five classics, under the planning of modern disciplines, have changed the existing form of Confucian classic text-
books. The evolution process of Confucian textbooks is the epitome of the evolution of various schools of thoughts in traditional
education. The study of its characteristics is helpful to explore the “Xinzixue” textbooks that conform to the rules of modern edu-
cation.

Key words: Xinzixue; Confucianism; textbooks; curriculum; four books and five classics
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