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On the Growth Narration of Song Yunhui’s Image
in the Novel The Great River Goes East

LIU Xiao-wei
(Chengyi College, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract: The Great River Goes East conforms to the narrative mode of Bildungsroman, that is, integrating the growth of charac-
ters into the development of society, and seeing through the vicissitude of social history from the rise and fall of individual desti-
ny. As a dynamic unity, Song Yunhui’s growth and change in the past 20 years is of plot significance. Social history as the
background of characters’ growth, the pressure and driving force of characters’ fate become the object of examination and reflec-
tion. The inner struggle and consciousness in characters’ growth also constitute the spiritual dimension of novel exploration. Song
Yunhui not only completed the adaptation and integration of the society on the survival level, but also retained the spiritual ques-
tioning and resistance to the secular world. Finally, the unity between growth and “anti-growth” was completed.

Key words: The Great River Goes East; Song Yunhui; Bildungsroman; narrative pattern
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