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Globalization and the Construction of Imperial Space .
A Reading of Spatial Injustice in Tropic of Orange

WANG Fei
(School of Foreign Languages, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract: By drawing on established and emergent theories about space, as well as insights from the postcolonial discour-
ses of “empire”, “globalism”, “transnational mobility” , this paper interprets the spatial injustice constructed by the boundary
control based on the nation/state and the spatial division of race/class in Japanese American writer Karen Yamashita’s Tropic of
Orange. The paper analyzes representations of space which are embodied through the North-South imbalance in the global politi-
cal and economic context, as well as the social injustice of the rich-poor polarization caused by race/class division within the em-
pire, thereby revealing the fact that the globalization dominated by the United States actually forms a conspiracy with imperial
power which consolidates its imperial privilege and spatial advantage, and challenging the myth of progress and common prosperi-
ty claimed by globalization.

Key words: imperial space; globalization; Tropic of Orange; spatial injustice
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