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The Theme and Innovative Achievements of the Novel
in the Late Tang Dynasty Night Monsters in Dongyang

ZHOU Cheng-ming'
(1. Changchun Institute of Socialism, Changchun 130041, China;
2. Changchun Institute of Chinese Culture, Changchun 130041, China)

Abstract: Night Monsters in Dongyang is a story about the imperial examination of scholars. The imperial examination is
an important narrative clue hidden in it, which determines the cause and development of the story. It is a story that takes place
during the journey to and from the imperial examination, which reflects the hardship and sadness of the journey, it is the focus of
the characters’ conversation and the main content of the novel. It is a story that reflects the sorrow and bitterness of the scholars
attempting to seek an official position. In the story, the protagonist suffers from hunger and cold, fright and humiliation, which
leads to his physical and mental exhaustion, reflecting the loss and sadness of the official position seekers. The theme of the no-
vel is to describe the hardship, unexpected shocks and inexplicable humiliation experienced on the way to and from the imperial
examination, to reflect the sufferings and pains of the official position seekers from the body to the spirit, and to vent their de-
pression and sadness of the failure in the imperial examination. It is the most distinctive character and unique value of the novel
to highlight the characters” subject position and guiding role in the story and to have a conscious subjective expression intention.

Key words: Night Monsters in Dongyang; theme analysis; innovative achievements
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