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Homophony Syllabary of KUAN — HUA SIN IOH TS’ UEN SHU

YE Ying - guang
(College of Marine Culture and Law, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract; KUAN — HUA SIN I0H TS’ UEN SHU printed in the UK is the New Testament that was written in Mandarin by
Roman letters. It is a rare historical document with abundant language data, recording the speech sounds in the late Qing Dynas-
ty accurately. This paper describes the phonetic system and lists the homophony syllabary of KUAN — HUA SIN I0H TS’ UEN
SHU by examining and sorting. It comprehensively and meticulously shows the specific situation and essential characteristics of
Mandarin at that time, thus providing an elaborate and reliable learning and research material of Mandarin in the late Qing Dy-
nasty.

Key words: KUAN - HUA SIN I0H TS’ UEN SHU; Mandarin; homophony syllabary
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