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On English Translation of China’s Political Documents under
the Relevance Theory

LIU Shi — wen
(School of Foreign Languages, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract: In abnormal situations, western main media tend to viciously defame China’s image from the political perspective
in favor of their own benefits, which leads westerners to misunderstand China’s genuine image. China’s political documents, the
best embodiment of the achievement in reform and development, is usually the main materials for international communication.
The relevance theory chiefly explores translators’ mental process while they are seeking authors’ information intentions and com-
munication intentions. In analyzing source discourse, translators manage to figure out the best English equivalent closely related
to authors’ communication intentions based on vocabulary, logic, encyclopedia and context clues presented in the source dis-
course under their subjective consciousness. Based on the relevance theory, suggestions on how to find out authors’ communica-
tion intentions, hence the best English equivalents of China’s political documents, are explored from three aspects: context, vo-
cabulary and linguistic style under the premise that translators are highly politically sensitive and policy — oriented in translating
China’s political documents. This research provides a new perspective for self — creating China’s image and constructing the dis-
course system of external communication.

Key words: China’s image; political document; relevance theory; translators’ subjective political consciousness
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