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Justice and Righteousness: Essences of Zigong’s “Flexibility”

YANG Shengli
(School of Marxism, Xizang Minzu University, Xianyang 712082, China)

Abstract: Zigong was one of the wisest students of Confucius. It was recorded that he was gentle and humble, and knew
how to communicate and trade. Besides, he was a man of sense. Confucius regarded him as “a man for all seasons” , and “flexi-
ble” as his virtue. Based on Analects of Confucius and other related documents, the paper argues that Zigong’s flexibility is a re-
flection of his righteousness as a fundamental principle. His spiritual essences could be summarized into four aspects: ready to
cope with any contingency, linguistically gifted and eloquent, good at trading, and excellent in teaching practice. With regard to
Zigong’s achievements in morality and knowledge, business and trade, decrees and governance, and his honoring teachers and re-
specting rules, Confucius made the comments that “he (Zigong) not only has a good command of the basic rules that govern
things, but also knows how to deal with exceptional situations or problems in a flexible manner. I don’t think it’s difficult for him
to handle governance ”

Key words: Zigong; “flexibility” ; righteousness; “a man for all seasons”
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Theoretical and Realistic Reference of The Communist Manifesto
for China’s Path

XIANG Hong
(School of Marxism, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract: The development of China’s Path has not only confirmed the scientific or historical nature of The Communist Man-
ifesto, but can also be regarded, to a certain extent, as the realization and modernization of The Communist Manifesto in China.
In the new era, The Communist Manifesto has provided a theoretical mirror for China’s Path’s “where to go” from multiple as-
pects, such as direction guidance, methodology, theoretical tools, leadership, value purport and theoretical contribution. And it
has provided the path, the theory, the system, and the culture of socialism with Chinese characteristics with a force of truth and
strong spiritual impetus, guiding Chinese communists to adhere to the direction of socialist development on China’s Path, recog-
nize their own institutional advantages, maintain theoretical confidence and soberness, pay more attention to promoting Chinese

¢

culture. The Communist Manifesto inspires Chinese communists, especially the “critical minority”, to further answer such deep

— seated practical questions as “how to go far” and “in which direction to go deeper and more solid” , in particular, to confident-
ly and independently display the scientific, popular, practical and developmental nature of Marxism in the revolutionary practice

”

of unifying and promoting “Four Greatness’s ” in the new era, so as to continue to write a new era chapter of building a powerful

modern socialist country in an all — round way and lead the Chinese nation to realize the Chinese Dream of great rejuvenation.

”

Key words: China’s Path; The Communist Manifesto; “Four Confidence’s ”; “Four Greatness’s ”
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