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The Writing of Chinese Tea in the Early Eighteenth — Century English Literature .
Centered on the Tea Poems of Tate and Motteux

CHEN Weibin' , ZENG Yuezhang’

(1. School of Foreign Languages, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China;

2. Faculty of Foreign Studies, Beijing Language and Culture University, Beijing 100083, China) )

Abstract: By situating this ancient leaf from China in the broad backdrop of the early eighteenth — century England, this

article, with its focus on the tea poems of Nahum Tate and Peter Motteux, tries to explore the relationship between Chinese tea

and English society, economy, and politics for the purpose of revealing how tea was presented as a leaf of wonders that helped

civilize the English society, invigorate the English economy and heal the English politics in the early eighteenth — century Eng-

land as well as providing insights into the understanding of contemporary Sino — Anglo exchanges.

Key words: Chinese tea; early eighteenth — century; English tea poems; Sino — Anglo cultural exchanges
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