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Madwoman’s Real Image .
An Interpretation of Antoinette’s Hybridity in Wide Sargasso Sea

LIN Binnan', WANG Yanping®
(1. School of Foreign Languages, Zhengzhou Sias University, Zhengzhou 451100, China;
2. School of Foreign Languages, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract: Jean Rhys lets the madwoman Bertha Antoinette in Charlotte Bronte’s Jane Eyre walk out of the attic and become
the heroine of Wide Sargasso Sea. Antoinette lives between the white and the black cultures, worshiping and hating the white,
rejecting and relying on the black. She is the “double” of Rhys. With the theory of Homi K. Bhabha’s hybridity, the paper in-
terprets Antoinette’s complex identity, which shows the real image of Creole women. And it explores Rhys’ deep reflection on her
own identity and Rhys’ deconstruction of the imperial colonialism. Interpreting the hybridity identity of colonial period is not only
helpful for our understanding of historical problems, but also gives us inspirations about the prevalent cultural identification anxi-
ety in current era.
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