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On the External Communication of China$s National Image from
the Perspective of Algorithmic Power

ZHANG Aijun, LIU Honglin

(School of Journalism and Communication, Northwest University of Political Science and Law, Xi’an 710122, China)

Abstract: In the era of intelligent communication, algorithms have gradually evolved into a new form of power and inter-
vened in the external communication of national image. In this process, the transfer of power from the audience, the spatiality of
social platforms, the fundamentality of user data and the internal driving force of international games are the basic conditions for
the generation of algorithmic power. It generates positive effects such as cohesion of mainstream ideology, leading positive emo-
tional orientation, controlling international public opinion field, and accurately grasping audience preferences, as well as negative
effects such as political bias and discrimination, falsification and manipulation of unfavourable public opinion, endangering na-
tional data security, and monopolizing the international communication order. Based on this, it can be regulated at the levels of
the state, the platform and the audience, in order to better disseminate a true and objective image of our country to the outside
world.

Key words: algorithmic power; national image; external communication
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