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The Co-construction of Bonding and Bridging Community Social Capital .
An Action Study Based on Social Work Intervention in
Communities Relocated to Alleviate

MA Ye', WANG Ying’
(1. Department of Public Administration, Beijing City University, Beijing 100094, China;
2. School of Public Police and Management, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China)

Abstract: Based on the project of establishing street social work and volunteer service stations in the poverty alleviation re-
location areas of Guizhou Province, this action research aims to examine how to develop social capitals among relocated communi-
ties based on theoretical tools and practice models through joint action with the work team of H Street social work and volunteer
service station in H County. The research shows that social work interventions can help develop bridging community social capital
via psychological recovery and neighborhood construction, and can help develop bonding community social capital via community
participation guidance and community activation. The development of community social capital is a gradual and two — way interac-
tive growth process of bonding and bridging community social capitals, and an accumulation of three interdependent and interac-
ting factors as well: trust, relationship network and community consensus. As the relocated people establish trust with each oth-
er, reconstruct relationship network in the community, reshape the community consensus of reciprocal sharing, develop their
community social capital, and form a new community, they will gradually integrate into the resettlement community by improving
their quality of life. The new environment becomes more suitable as the overall community welfare is improved, and thus the goal
of transitioning from moving out to stable living is realized.

Key words: poverty alleviation relocation; community social capital ; action research
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