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The Localization of Chinese Martial arts in Modern Japan
LIU Chang',JUNG Kyung-won’
(1. Faculty of Sport Sciences, Waseda University , Tokyo 202-0021 , Japan ;
2. Korea institute of sport science,Seoul 01794, Korea. )
Abstract : This research aims to reveal the localization of Chinese martial arts in modern Japan through the fieldwork and the
analyze of related documents. The results are as follows : Records on Chinese martial arts existed in Japan in the late 19th cen-
tury. Before the founding of People’s Republic of China, Chinese martial arts were mainly mentioned by masters of karate, Japa-
nese spies,and the public media. In the late 1960s,the fitness function of Chinese martial arts was emphasized, and taijiquan
became popular in Japan. In 1974 ,the Chinese youth wushu delegation’s visit brought the competitive wushu to Japan for the
first time. During 1980s, the Japanese Wushu Taijiquan Federation has actively promoted the development of wushu in Japan by
regularly holding competitive martial arts competitions and training coaches and referees. The spread of Chinese martial arts in
Japan can be concluded as follows: “Japanese enthusiasts visit China and opened class after return to Japan” (from late

1970s) , “invite Chinese master to teach in Japan” (during the 1980s) , “Chinese master live in Japan and teach” (after the

21st century).
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