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The Development of Professional Football Clubs in China;
Historical Process, Connotation and Promotion Strategies
YAN Wei-hua'?, YE Zheng-hang’, YUAN Bo’>, WANG Zhao-yang’, REN Ding-meng’
(1. School of Management, Beijing Sport University, Beijing 100084, China;
2. China Football College, Beijing Sport University, Beijing 100084, China)
Abstract: The development of football through professional clubs is in accordance with the dual laws of market economy and
football evolution. Literature review and historical research methods were conducted to review the development history of
China’s professional football clubs, depict their development connotation, clarify their challenges and put forward promotion
strategies. China’s professional football clubs have experienced 4 stages since the 1980s, including the embryonic period, the
start — up period, the period of turbulent progress, and the period of reform and development. Establishing China’s professional
football club system is in line with the development of China’s sports cause, consistent with the reform of China’s market econo-
my and resonates with the development trend of international football. In view of the internal and external challenges faced by
China’s professional football clubs such as the policy environment, economic and financial problems, cultural construction,
and social responsibility, the feasible strategies are proposed: Optimize the system to establish a long — term mechanism; pay
attention to cost reduction and efficiency increase in order to ameliorate management and operation; strengthen branding and
enhance the image; emphasize football promotion and take social responsibility.
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