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Assessment of RCEP Dispute Settlement Mechanism
and China’s Coping Strategies

WU Qi', LIN Zewei’
(1. School of Marxism, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China;
2. Fujian Institute of Socialism, Fuzhou 350003, China)

Abstract: The RCEP attaches importance to providing a dispute settlement mechanism in the form of a special chapter to
provide effective, efficient and transparent procedures and rules for resolving disputes between member states. The mechanism is
intended mainly to solve disputes between contracting states through consultation, mediation, intervention and expert group ( ju-
dicial tribunal) arbitration, which is not only a multi-channel and multi-dimensional solution mode combining political and legal
methods but also an effective attempt at diversity inclusion and incremental reform. These institutional innovations send a positive
signal of greater mutual benefit. However, the RCEP dispute settlement mechanism has some defects, and the ISDS negotiations
have not been completed, which will have an impact on China’s digital economy, e-commerce and other industries. In order to
effectively safeguard the interests of China and its enterprises, China should vigorously promote the reduction of the scope of non-
application of the RCEP dispute settlement mechanism, take an active part in the establishment and improvement of the ISDS
mechanism in RCEP, and assess the possible trade frictions or disputes in advance to make preparations for a rainy day.

Key words: Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) ; dispute settlement mechanism; Asia Pacific Re-
gion; ISDS
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