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A Study of the Wood Decoration Art in Tingzhou Hakka
Mansion-style Houses

LAN Tai-hua
(Academy of Fine Arts, Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou 350007, China)

Abstract; The wood decoration art in Tingzhou Hakka mansion-style houses boasts its long history, its earliest craft coming from
Chaozhou, Guangdong. Wood decoration art of Hakka is colorful ; large wooden frame, small wooden doors and windows decora-
tion, and the construction of the gatehouses are all exquisite. Traditional woodcarving in mansion-style houses is one of the most
important decorative techniques of Hakka in western Fujian, fully embodying the aesthetic concept of Hakka. The Hakka in Ting-
zhou retains a large amount of traditional architectural decorative wood, which is of great artistic value. It is always used for
beams, columns, bracket system, cornices, balustrades, lintels, painted version, plaques, doors and windows, and so on. The
main craft techniques are three-dimensional sculpture, relief, openwork carving. The themes of carving are figures, animals,
flowers, and other auspicious patterns, and the shapes of patterns are vivid. The carving is delicate and fluent. The wood — carv-
ing craft well reflects the unity of both practicability and decoration.

Key wors: Tingzhou Hakka; mansion-style houses; wood-carving craft; artistic features
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