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of the Subjective Quantity

in “yi A yi B” Construction

ZHANG Yan-zi

(College of Foreign Languages, China Jiliang University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: Language expresses not only objective propositions but also subjective evaluation and attitude of the speaker. The Chi-

nese construction “yi A yi B” can be used to express large degree subjective quantity and small degree subjective quantity, that

is, a speaker’ s subjective evaluation of the deviation of the actual quantity from the expected one. Analysis from the perspective

of cognitive grammar and construction theory shows that the degree of subjective quantity is determined by factors including differ-

ent cognitive perspectives, the cognitive base of iconicity, the semantic contrastiveness between “yi A” and “yi B” and syntax

structure of “yi A” and “yi B”.

Key words: “yi A yi B” construction; cognitive perspectives; iconicity; semantic contrastiveness; syntax structure
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